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not good at
reporting or
publicizing
what we do...
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as a result,

know what

the men are

doing collectively
even though

they are

vitally interested
in what men do

in the local church.

THE LARGER PICTURE - races

MINISTRIES OF UNITED METHODIST MEN

By John Dowell

E.rtmardiﬂary ministries by United Methodist Men
around the world are among the best kept secrets in the
denomination. Men as a whole are not verbal. We are
known for acting, not talking about it. If we see a need, we
act. We are not good at reporting or publicizing what we do.

Few pastors, as a result, know what the men are doing
collectively even though you are vitally interested in what
men do in the local church.

[t seemed, therefore, good to us to put on the record of
this Fourth Clergy Think-Tank as least a hint of what is
being done at the level of the General Commission of United
Methodist Men and the National Association of Conference
Presidents as well as what is happening in the Southeast and
your Annual Conferences.

This report is by no means exhaustive. It is merely
illustrative. The ministries of United Methodist Men are
linked through the General Commission on United
Methodist Men, the National Association of Conference
Presidents of United Methodist Men, the Southeastern
Jurisdiction Association of Conference Presidents of United
Methodist Men, the Annual Conference Organization of
United Methodist Men, the District Organization of United
Methodist Men, and the Local Church Fellowship of United
Methodist Men.

This is what the Connection means to the small group of
15 or 20 or more men who meet once a month for breakfast
or dinner. They are a part of the structure and everything
that is being done in the name of Jesus Christ by the
thousands of men.

- 1{'._



This book of
daily devotions,
STRENGTH FOR
SERVICE TO

GOD AND
COUNTRY,

was first
collected and
edited by Norman
E. Nygaard after
the attack on
Pearl Harbor,
December 7, 1941.
Well over a
million copies
were distributed
to Armed Forces
personnel in
World War II and
the Korean
Conflict.

Pastors know what the Connection means. Men have to
be taught what their small groups can accomplish when they
join forces.

The scriptural mandate which we have adopted comes
from the Book of James (1:22): “Be Ye Doers of the Word and
not Hearers only.”

Consider These National Ministries

The National Association of Conference Presidents and
the General Commission of United Methodist Men can take
great pride in what we have been able to do together.

Strength for Service to God and Country

This book of daily devotional messages for those in the
service of others was first collected and edited by Norman E.
Nygaard after the attack on Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941.
Well over a million copies were distributed to armed
services personnel in World War Il and the Korean conflict.
American soldiers carried a copy of the book with them
during the invasion of Normandy, the Battle of the Bulge,
and other military campaigns in the 1940s and 1950s.

One sailor held on to the book and read it constantly for
many years, and finally gave his tattered and underlined
copy to his fifteen-year-old grandson, a Boy Scout named
Evan Hunsberger. For his Eagle Scout Service Project, Evan
decided to honor his grandfather’s memory by introducing
this powerful collection of devotions to a new generation of
American military personnel and public servants. Evan
secured permission from the original publisher and gathered
new meditations from a diverse group of contemporary
spiritual leaders.

The General Commission of United Methodist Men
assisted Evan in developing the book and raising funds for
its publication. About 260,000 copies of the revised edition
have been distributed with another printing under way. As
an example, we sent 50,000 copies to Afghanistan for
inclusion in the Operation Christmas Stocking project.
United Methodist Men of the Southeastern Jurisdiction,
using a model developed in South Carolina, are raising
money to give copies to Chaplains for distribution to
military personnel being deployed from these nine states.
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