l nevery
congregatic.. iiere
are men who have
access to diffcrent
segments of the
community and
power centers,
Pastors and other
professional
religious workers
seldom are able to
get into these
world(s).

If these men

with access and
influence see that
God will use them
if they go as his
representative,
they may be sent
as apostles or
nissioners.
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1T NavVIne ney read '-"‘-_‘,=."':E'|l.!!',. lpok at needs in the
‘hurch, and examine their on-going munistry. They hold one
another accountable. They study the Bible and pray
together. [hese men are blessed and become a blessing.

EQUIP LAY MISSIONERS

By Daniel M. Hayes, Sr.

Lay men have access to the power centers of the
community in ways that no professional religious person
can get into. If pastors are to influence these areas, it will
have to be through the men who are a part of his/her
congregation. Some men are called to be Lay Missioners to
represent God and the church in the larger community.

One of the most popular groups in Nashville is the
Tennessee Titans Professional Football Team. Many of them
are solid Christians, intent on doing good in the community.
| wanted to have them do something at the Gordon
Memorial United Methodist Church, but I had no access to
them. One of my members did. She works with them. I
asked for her help. Several members of the team gladly took
over the ministry of feeding 250-300 hungry people at
Gordon Memorial on Thanksgiving Day. Think how this hit
the headlines.

In every congregation there are lay people who have
access to different segments of the community. They go
regularly into the world of politics, the world of recreation,
the world of sports, the world of entertainment, the world of
labor unions, the world of education, the world of medicine,
the world of high finance, the world of international
business, the world of corporate structures. They go there,
have access and influence, but thev need to see that God can
use them if thev go as Christians.

These men with access have to be trained and
commissioned and sent from the altar of the church as Lay
Missioners into whatever worlds their interests and abilities
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T'hese men with
access have to be
trained and
commissioned and
sent from the altar
of the church as
Lay Missioners
into whatever
worlds their
interests and
abilities take them
and hold them
accountability as
representatives of
God and the
church in the
community and
structures of
society.

The Pastor’s role
is to equip them.

take them and hold them accountable as representatives of
God and the church in the community and structures of
society. The pastor’s role is to equip them.

Biblical Examples

Jesus chose ordinary men and gave them unbelievable
tasks. The Twelve were all ordinary Lay Men! They had
neither power, nor influence, nor wealth, nor knowledge.
They were ordinary men, called by Jesus to establish his
church and change the world.

But look at some others whom God chose.

* Noabh listened to God and was chosen to build the Ark.
He saved his family and the animals to start over again after
the flood.

* Abraham was called to leave his home and go to a place
which God would show him and become the father of a
nation which God would use to bless the world.

*  Moses was born of an Israelite slave woman in Egypt,
rescued from the Nile, and chosen to deliver the Israelites
from Egyptian bondage.

*  Amos a shepherd to whom God spoke about the
sinfulness of people in Israel. He became a prophet which
God used to call people to repentance.

= Peter was called from his boat and nets to follow Jesus as
a disciple. At a crucial moment, he denied knowing Jesus
and could never forget it. Still Jesus named him The Rock
on which the church was built.

Others could be named, but these are illustrations of the
way God used lay men to accomplish his will. He got their
attention. When they made themselves available, great
things were done.

In Every Congregation

There are Lay Men who have access to some segment of
the community in which they live. The pastor needs to pray
for discernment to see not what they are doing now but

what they can become as instruments for God to use.

Look at what they are doing around the church.
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