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THE FOURTH CLERGY THINK-TANK

By Roy Lifsey

We are building quite a library of terrific
information for the Ministries of Men through the SE] Clergy
Think-Tank creative sessions sponsored by the Southeastern
Jurisdiction of United Methodist Men and the G. Ross
Freeman Foundation, Inc. at the Hinton Rural Life Center.
We now have about 125 pages in print with every sentence
loaded with explosive ideas for compelling ministries of
men.

These reports are provided free of charge to the leaders
of United Methodist Men around the nation. They are also
available to any person on the internet at www.sejumm.org
for reading or downloading. Again there is no charge. It is
our gift to the church.

Each one is different because the Pastors who receive the
Leadership Awards are all different, but what they produce
is dynamite!

When they gather at Hinton and tell their stories
creativity is sparked for ministries of men. How we wish
these ideas could be distributed to every Local Church
Fellowship. There are 2,968 Chartered Fellowships in the
five Jurisdictions; 1,249 of these are in the Districts of the
Southeastern Jurisdiction. This is 42% of the total. Perhaps
this year we can find a way to distribute them or receive the
money in the Foundation to mail them.

This year was more focused. We had a theme. We had
a text. The theme and text guided the presentations and
discussions. The theme was Strong Men can Help the
Pastor. Just wait till you see what came out of hearts of
these Pastors. The Scripture verse is from the Old
Testament, First Chronicles 12:22 (NIV), “Day after day men
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If this report
comes into

your hands,

be sure to spend
enough time with it
to discover how it
will benefit your
church!

came to help David, until he had a mighty army.” Each
Pastor was invited to insert his own name for David’s -
Doug... Rex... Dan... Billy... and so can every pastor who
works with men.

If this report comes into your hands, be sure to spend
enough time with it to discover ways to benefit your men.

Learn how some men are called to serve within the
congregation from Rex Odom of Macon, GA and how
Pastors can prepare them to be Lay Assistants.

Learn what Dan Hayes from Nashville, TN has to say
about equipping men to be representatives of God and the
church in places where their interest and abilities take them
in the community.

Learn what Lamar Beard, Vice President for National
Missions, North Georgia UMM, has to teach your men about
his experience of mobilizing men to help in Hurricane Relief.
What a man!

Learn what Doug Zipperer from Brooksville, FL does to
prepare his men to be with him in Mission as they work in
the disaster areas or on overseas trips to guide them in
sharing their stories when they get back home.

Learn what Billy Jarrett from Flat Springs UMC in
Asheboro, NC has discovered about finding men to rely on
for counsel and advice.

Then spend time with the section on Ten Ways Men can
Help the Pastor. They were refined from several pages of
brainstorming notes captured on pages of newsprint or
recorded.

At times the discussion got so exciting that those men
from the Leadership Awards Committee of the Conference
Presidents and the G. Ross Freeman Foundation just
couldn’t keep quiet.

And, oh yes, you'll find information about the Pastors
plus the Citations which were read when the Awards were
given to them. They are men worth knowing!

Again | want to encourage you to share this information
with your local men’s group. Remember that Nominations
for this Award are made by Local United Methodist Men's
Fellowships and sent to the Conference President. Check
with your Conference President to obtain forms and Criteria,
or download them from the www sejumm.org website.
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