North Georgia
UMM are hard at
work finding ways
to help through the
Church Home
Adoption Program
(CHAPS) and the
Square Foot
Ministries.

They are building
custom homes of
1,800 square feet
south of Atlanta in
Fayetteville,
broken into two
sections and
shipped on flatbed
trucks to a site in
Pass Christian,
MS what a CHAP
Team has cleared
the land and will
complete the
erection in two
days.

While there is no cost for materials used by the CHAP
program, there is a cost for a Square Foot Ministries home.
Material for one of these 1,800 square custom homes built
from scratch costs $20,000. The homeowner will pay a part
of this bill, just like Habitat. We raise money for the rest.

The spirit of volunteerism means that willing people
need some training and skills in roofing and sheet rocking
homes as well as in demolition and clearing land. During a
portion of my presentation at Hinton [ wanted to show how
unskilled persons can be trained in a short time to put on a
roof so that it will stay and not leak and how to install sheet
rock so that it can be painted and make the home look
beautiful. Two of the pastors volunteered to be guinea pigs.

Similar training workshops were scheduled in North
Georgia Districts so that CHAP volunteers could re-roof
homes and replace sheet rock.

Of course we know that other Conferences are preparing
and sending teams to help. For every volunteer who goes
and for persons who contribute financially so the volunteers
can go reflects a genuine expression of love which enables
Christians to “bear one another’s burdens and so fulfill the
law of Christ.”

IN MISSION TOGETHER

By Douglas H. Zipperer

M y early concept of mission trips consisted of pastor,
youth minister, and youth stuffed in a van of questionable
stamina headed toward the mountains or some poor
community. Those trips produced treasured memories.

When the magnitude of destruction caused by natural
disasters such as wild fires and hurricanes passed before my
eves on the news, the need for experienced hands became
immediately evident. “Man-power” was needed. Pastors
need to go with men on mission trips!

One of my men has always been active in missions. He
approached me for support in recruiting other men to join
him in reaching out to those who were in such critical need.
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Wken the

magnitude of
destruction caused
by natural
disasters such as
wild fires and
hurricanes were
shown daily on
television, the need
for experienced
hands became
immediately
evident. “Man-
power” was
required. When
Pastors inspire
United Methodist
Men to get
involved by
providing
information,
outlining a plan
and going with
them for hands-on
experiences, it does
something to the
entire church.

It began by simply gathering food and delivering it to
another United Methodist church that was serving as a
feeding station for the fire fighters. He wasn’t having much
success in getting others to share his desire to help. But he
was undaunted and together we managed to assemble the
supplies needed and I applauded his determination as he
drove off with the supplies.

I remember that first effort with mixed emotions. First, |
was frustrated by the difficulty in getting people to get
involved beyond just giving their money. | remembered
how fulfilling it is to get involved in a personal, hands-on
manner. That raised my second frustration —1 wanted to go
with him. Unfortunately, | missed that opportunity, as did
many others whom we had invited to ride with him on this
mission of mercy.

Since that time [ have been determined to motivate men
to step up the challenge. [ have learned several keys toward
the successful involvement of men in mission trips.

1. Place relevant needs before them.
2. Emphasize that by serving others we are serving
our Lord.
Make it a matter of prayer.
Present a do-able plan.
Make it a personal priority.
Invite them to share your passion to serve.
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1. Itisn’t rocket science to realize that men are attracted to
areas of service where they have experience and/ or
expertise. When disaster strikes, not only are buildings and
properties damaged and destroyed, but lives are devastated
as well. 1 present the need in such a manner that my men
can begin to “visualize” the devastation. I invite them to put
themselves in the position of those who have lost those
things of value, and help them work through the steps they
would take if they were trying to climb out of the
destruction and begin rebuilding their lives. [tis pretty easy
for most of them to realize that the rebuilding process is
overwhelming when we don’t have at our immediate
disposal the “tools” we kept handy for emergencies.

2. The second step is motivating them to do something
about the need that has been identified. The question “why
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